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SUBJ: KIDNAPPINGS: COLOMBIAN TEXACO EXECUTIVE ABDUCTED 

1. lUAN NICOLAS ESCOBAR SOTO, A COLOMBIAN CITIZEN WHO IS GENERAL 
MANAGER OF THE LOCAL OFFICE OE THE TEXAS PETROLEUM COMPANY 
AND PRESIDENT OE THE BOARD OE DIRECTORS OF THE BANK OF 
COLOMBIA, WAS KIDNAPPED IN BOGOTA ON MAY 29. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, CONFIRMED TO THE AMBASSADOR 

BY ANOTHER TEXACO OFFICIAL, SEVERAL ARMED MEN AND TWO WOMEN 
DRAGGED ESCOBAR STRUGGLING EROM HIS CAR WHICH WAS PARKED AT 
AROUND NOON ON A BUSY STREET. THE KIDNAPPERS AS YET HAVE 
MADE NO DEMANDS, AND IT IS NOT CLEAR IF THE ABDUCTION WAS 
POLITICALLY MOTIVATED. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR AND RSO ARE IN CONTACT WITH THE TOP U.S. 
EMPLOYEE IN TEXACO'S LOCAL OFEICE TO EXPRESS THE 
EMBASSY'S CONCERN AND TO OFFER ALL APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE. 
ESCOBAR, WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY, HAD SPOKEN 
IN DECEMBER, 1977, TO THE RSO REGARDING AN APPARENT EX- 
TORTION ATTEMPT IN WHICH THE EORMER'S LIFE HAD BEEN 
THREATENED. THE RSO ADVISED ESCOBAR OF POSSIBLE SECURITY 
MEASURES, URGED HIM TO ALERT THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES, AND 
LATER MET WITH TEXACO'S LOCAL HEAD OF SECURITY. SO EAR, 
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THE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE HAS NOT BEEN REQUESTED IN THE 
MAY 29 INCIDENT, ALTHOUGH WE EXPECT TO BE CONTACTED BY U.S. 
TEXACO OEFICIALS WHO, WE UNDERSTAND, ARE ARRIVING TO IN- 
VESTIGATE THE ABDUCTION. 
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